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ABBREVIATIONS 


Le 
ABM anti-ballistic missile 
ACCJ American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
- ADB Asian Development Bank 
ADRs american depositary receipts 
AEC Atomic Energy Commission 
AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
ANC African National Congress 
AP Associated Press 
APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
ASDF Air Self-Defense Force 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
AWACS Airbome Warming and Control System 
a 
BIS Bank of International Settlements 
BOJ Bank of Japan 
Pr cae 
CAPTAIN Character and Pattern Telephone Access Information 
Network 
CATV community antenna television 
CB covertible bond 
CCD charge-coupled device 
CD certificate of deposit 
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons 
CHONGRYUN General Association of Korean Residents in auth 
CIA Central Intelligence Agency 
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States 
CP commercial paper 
CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
CWAJ College Women’s Association in Japan 
ns ae 
DAT digital audio tape 
DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 
DPJ Democratic Party of Japan 
DRAMs dynamic random-access memories 
a psa 
EBRD European Banks for Reconstruction and Development 
EC European Communities 
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council 
EDTV extended-definition television 
EFTA European Free Trade Association 
EMS European Monetary System 
EPA Economic Planning Agency 
ERM European Exchange Rate Mechanism 
ESA European Space Agency | 


ESCAP U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 


EU European Union 
oe as 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FCCJ Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
FDA Food and Drug Administration 
FRB Federal Reserve Board 


FTC Fair Trade Commission 
ay Se 
GAO General Accounting Office 
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 
GDP Gross domestic product 
GENSUKIN Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GENSUIKYO Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GM General Motors Corp. 
GNP Gross national product 
GSDF Ground Self-Defense Force 
ey ee 
HDTV High-definition television 
HFCs Hydrofluorocarbons 
HIV human immunodeficiency virus 
=_— | — 
IAA International Association of Art 
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
IATA International Air Transport Association 
lIOCT Institute for New Generation Computer Technology 
ICPR International Commission on Radiological Protection 
IDU International Democrat Union 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IFC International Finance Corp. 
HSS International Institute for Strategic Studies 
ILO International Labor Organization 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 
IOC International Olympic Committe 
IPI International Press Institute 
IRA Irush Republic Army 
IWC International Whaling Commission 
IVANS International Value-Added Networks 
isi soe 
JAA Japan Artistis’ Association 
JAAF Japan Amateur Athletic Federation 
JAIA Japan Automobile Importers’ Association 
JAIDO Japan International Development Organization 
JAMA Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 
JAMSTEC Japan Maritime Science and Technology Center 
JANCPEC Japan National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation 
JASA Japan Amateur Sports Association 
JATA Japan Association of Travel Agents 
JCCI Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
JCP Japan Communist Pary 
JET Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
JETRO Japan External Trade Organizaition 
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 
JICHIRO (ZENNIHON JICHIDANTAI RODOKUMIAI) ALL Japan Pre- 
fectural and Municipal Workers’ Union 
JOC Japan Olympic Committee 
win is 
KANKEIREN (KANSAI KEIZAI RENGOKAI) Kansai Economic Federa- 
tion 
KEDO Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization 
KEIDANREN (KEIZAI DANTAI RENGOKAI) Japan Federation of Eco- 
nomic Organizations 
KEIZAI DOYUKAI Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
a a 
LBO leveraged buyout 
LDP Liberal Democratic Party 
LSI large-scale integration 
ae. 
M&A merger and acquisition 
MIA missing in action 
MIPRO Manufactured Imports Promotion Organization 
MITI Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
MOSS Market-Oriented, Sector-Selective 
MPD Metropolitan Police Department 
MSDF Martime Self-Defense Force 
aes 


_ NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 


NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

NASDA National Space Development Agency 

NASDAQ National Association of Securities Dealers Automated 
Quotations 
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NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
NGO nongovernmental organization 
NHK (NIHON HOSO KYOKAIl) Japan Broadcasting Corp. 
NICHIBENREN (NIHON BENGOSHI RENMEI) Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations 
NIEs Newly Industrializing Economies 
NIKKEIREN (NIHON KEIEISHA DANTAI RENMEI) Japan Federation 
of Employers’ Associations 
NIKKYOSO (NIHON KYOSHOKUIN KUMIAIl) Japan Teachers’ Union 
NPA National Police Agency 
NPO nonprofit organization 
NTT Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 
NYMEX New York Mercantile Exchange 
NYSE New York Stock Exchange 
i. 
OAPEC Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OAS Organization of American States 
OAU Organization of African Unity 
OCCI Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
OECF Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund 
OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OSI open systems’ interconnection 
OTC over-the-counter 
ia sins 
PCBs polychlorinated bipheny!t 
PECC Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference 
PEN Poets and playwrights, Essayists and editors, and Novelists 
PKF Peace Keeping Forces 
PKO Peace Keeping Operation 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
POWs prisoners of war 
| a 
R&D research and development 
RENGO (ZENNIHON MINKAN RODOKUMIAI RENGOKAI) Japanese 
| Private Sector Trade Union Confederation 
ROK Republic of Korea 
a ee 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines System 
SDF Self-Defense Forces 
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative 
SDP Social Democratic party 
SESC Securities and Exchanges Surveillance Commission 
SHIN RENGO (NIHON RODOKUMIAI SORENGO-KAI) Japanese 
Trade Union Confederation 
SHITETSU-SOREN (NIHON SHITETSU RODOKUMIAI 
SORENGO-KAI) General Federation of Private Railway 
Workers Unions of Japan 
SNF Short-Range Nuclear Force 
SOR synchrotron orbit radiation 
STA Science and Technology Agency 
START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
i. aed 
TCCI Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
TOPIX Tokyo stock price index 
TRISTAN transposable ring-intersecting storage accelerator in Nippon 
TRON the realtime operating system nucleus 
TSE Tokyo Stock Exchange 
a ae 
UAE United Arab Emirates 
U.K. United Kingdom 
U.N. United Nations 
UFO unidentified flying object 
ULSIs ultra-large-scale integrated circuit chips 
UNC United Nations Command 
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNEP United Nations Environment Program 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion 
UNFPA United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
UNMOVIC United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Com- 
mission 
UNSC United Nations Security Council 
UPI United Press International 


USTR U.S. Trade Representative 
UV-B ultraviolet-B 
sais Wc 
VAT Value-Added Tax 
VCRs videocassette recorders 
VOA Voice of America 
VTRs videotape recorders 
: — = 
WHO World Health Organization 
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization 
WTO World Trade Organization 
WWE World Wide Fund for Nature 
eon, ae 
ZENCHU (ZENKOKU NOGYO KUMIAI CHUOKAI) Central Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
ZENGINKYO (ZENKOKU GINKO KYOKAIl) Japanese Bankers Asso- 
ciation 
ZENNO (ZENKOKU NOGYO KYODO KUMIAI RENGOKAI) Federation 
of Agricultural Cooperative Associations 


Major News of December 2004 


December | (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Japan, ASEAN eye more alliances 
Hashimoto admits taking JDA donation 
Yushchenko turns down offer to share power 
‘Dutch homeless—brought to you by Ben & Jerry's 
Softbank gets Hawks for ¥20 billion 
Domestic News 
Arms export shift turns low key (p2) 
Six targets eyed for Kyoto Protocol liftoff (p2) 
Japan’s UNSC bid gets ASEAN nod (p2) 
DPJ names candidate to replace Koga (p2) 
For visa violators, it pays to come clean (p3) 
Taking public pulse on Iraq mission turns up 
disturbing information gap (p3) 
Prince Akishino regrets brother’s remarks on Masako 
(p3) 
Foreign News 
Suu Kyi detention extension condemned (p4) 
Iraqi troops have long way to go (p5) 
Turkey has own blend of Islamic feminism (p6) 
Torture report gives Chileans a chance to heal old 
wounds (p7) 
Son ‘disappoints’ Annan over Iraq scandal (p7) 
Business News 
Unemployment rate rose to 4.7% in October (p12) 
Industrial output at seven-month low (p12) 
Toyota locks sights on U.S. delivery truck market 
(p12) 
Russia will use growing fund to repay its debt to Paris 
Club (p14) 
Singapore, India to sign trade pact (p15) 
Kellogg chief is Bush’s pick for commerce post (p15) 
Sports News 
Ai-chan extends unbeaten run (p19) 
Kiyohara to play for Giants in 2005 (p21) 


Editorial 
Manufacturing still our lifeblood (p16) 


December 2 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Japan supports panel’s UNSC reform proposals 
UFJ trio arrested for obstruction 
Ukraine lawmakers vote for dismissal of government 
in Kiev 
Domestic News 
Crime victims may get key role in trials (p2) 
Teachers file suit against Ishihara’s anthem tactics (p2) 
Princess Aiko turns 3; speculation rife on OK’ ing 
female heir to throne (p2) 
Vocational-tech schools face visa-violator action (p3) 


Nation’s health centers increasingly offering speedy 

HIV test (p3) 
Foreign News 

N. Korea counts U.S. spy flights (p4) 

Miss World changes voting system (p4) 

Families riot as China blast toll hits 166 (p4) 

U.S. troop deaths in Iraq surge (p5) 

Thousands attend Ottawa anti-Bush rally (p6) 

British police make antiterror raids (p6) 

Wildlife sure to lose in new Congo conflict (p7) 

Opposition demands Romanian election results be 
annulled (p7) 


Business News 
Opening of new Haneda terminal heats up air war 


(p10) 
Coincident index likely to fall short of 50% again 


(p10) 

Banks start brokerage services following market 
deregulation (p10) : 

Consumer fears could slow down U.S. growth (p12) 

World Bank laud Colombia’s success in jobs and 
growth (p13) 

Australian quarterly growth is slowest in years (p13) 

South Korean exports hit new high (p13) 

Sports News 

Japan to host Kuwait or North Korea (p20) 

Chinese women beat Japan in final (p20) 

Miyazato to play in Australia (p20) 

Tokyo's rugby community honors former teammate 


(p21) 
Iwakuni wants to be moved in cash deal (p22) 


Editorial 
First step to an ‘open door’ (p18) 


December 3 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
U.S. to boost troops in Iraq near 150,000 


Ukraine parties to let court decide vote 
DPJ seeks criminal charges against Hashimoto for 
nonreporting of funds 
Domestic News 
Supreme Court to hear Monju appeal (p2) 
Bureaucrat gets suspended term for JDA bribes (p2) 
Mexican ambassador says he’s happy with Japan 
relations (p2) 
Suzuki claims he got millions from firm via LDP—all 
legit (p2) 
¥4 billion in toll tickets may be fake (p2) 
Koizumi says public would accept female on throne 
(p3) 
Japan to accelerate push for permanent UNSC seat 
(p3) 
Foreign News 


Bush defends Iraq war while touring Canada (p5) 
Jailed militant joins Palestinian leadership race (p6) 
EU Constitution gets thumbs up (p6) 
Peruvian judge files new extradition request for 
Fujimori (p6) 
Business News 
Steel crunch may cost Nissan 15,000 vehicles (p8) 
Income tax cuts considered to balance negative effect 
of possible end to breaks (p8) 
Retailers sue to avert China import curbs (p18) 
Germany sees better deficit figures (p19) 
U.S. economy gaining momentum, says Fed (p19) 
Euro-zone economy hit with bad new$ (p19) 
Sports News 
Seattle Mariners hire full-time Japan scout (p23) 
Tigers sending wrong message with Tsujimoto signing 
(p24) 
Editorial 
Lack of self-cleansing power (p20) 


December 4 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
LDP faction treasurer handed suspended term 


Bush picks ex-N.Y. top cop to head homeland security 
Japan mulling offensive missile capability 
U.N. envoy resigns 
Domestic News 
Ex-teacher indicted over anthem (p2) 
Foreign English teachers call for fair treatment (p2) 


Hosoda apologizes to former sex slaves for wartime 


acts (p2) 

Extra Diet session achieves little; critics declare 
democracy dead (p2) 

Taiwanese visa waiver exclude Lee (p2) 

N.Z. killing nets 3 1/2-year terms (p2) 

Revised domestic violence law falls short (p3) 

Foreign students pass 117,000 but tight screening 
slowing pace (p3) 

Foreign News 

Sydney's citizens berate mayor for puny festive 
decoration (p4) 

Hanoi bars U.S. congresswoman (p4) 

As bin Laden’s trial turns cold, U.S. guards Afghan 

- democracy (p5) 

U.N lacks power to find Iran’s nukes: diplomats (p5) 

EU takes over Bosnia peacekeeping mission (p6) 

Venezuela court asked to annul ’02 coup acquittals 
(p6) 

France, Germany seek common stance on Turkey EU 
bid (p6) 

Business News 
Capital spending surged in third quarter (p8) 
Japan looks to cut new bond issuance in fiscal 2005 


(ps) 
Policy Board rookie wary of asset inflation (p8) 
Japan to host world labor conference (p8) 
Airbus deal not tied to EU arms ban: Being (p10) 
Bhopal disaster still haunts corporations (p11) 
Ending textile quotas likely to hurt poor nations: [LO 
(pil) 
Sports News 
Nakamura head off to America (p18) 
Japanese pair bags World Cup (p19) 
Editorial 
Asia takes a historic step (p16) 


December 5 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Ukraine opposition fetes court tnumph 
Rumsfeld will stay put as defense chief 
GSDF officer involved in LDP’s draft for 
constitutional revision 
Defense Agency chief leaves for Iraq to visit SDF 
troops 
Domestic News 
_Chanel opens boutique in Ginza to long lines (p2) 
After 39 years in North Korea, quiet life awaits 
Jenkins on Sado (p2) 
Miyake kids will have to carry gas masks to school 
(p2) 
Foreign News 
BBC apologizes for airing Bhopal disaster payout 
hoax (p3) 
Foreign press can print, not circulate in China (p3) 
Acquittal of Berlusconi sought as trial nears end (p5) 
Abkhazia opposition chief to install self as president 
(p6) 
Ex-rebel commander Haradinaj elected premier of 
Kosovo (p6) 
Italy to get shelter for divorced dads (p6) 
New techniques promise end to stem cell dilemma 
(p/) 
Business News 
IBM exiting PC business historic but not big deal 


(p18) 

IBM exiting PC business historic but not big deal 
(p18) 

Airbus wants to share USAF deal (p19) 

OPEC hints at production cutback as oil prices slide 
(p19) 

U.S. clears China, other key trade partners of currency 
manipulation (p19) 

Sports News 

Japanese skaters lead at junior finals (p21) 

Wetherspoon, Shimizu in tie (p21) 

Ai-chan makes singles semifinals (p21) 


Fujino bags top honors at meet (p21) 
Tomita triumphs at Chunichi Cup (p21) 


Editorial 
What’s up with Phinnaeus and Hazel? (p14) 


December 6 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
Thai military drops peace cranes 
Pakistan loses bin Laden trial 
Israel-Egypt ties warm with prisoner exchange 


Domestic News 
LDP, New Komeito chiefs head to Samawah to assess 
security (p2) 
World labor movement meets in Miyazaki, seeks to 
regain influence (p2) 
Coast defense boost eyed against North Korean 
incursions (p2) 
Machimura counsels caution on North Korean 
sanctions (p2) 
Foreign News 
Howard offers Aborigines new backed with alcohol 
bans (p3) 
Four Khmer families end 25 years of hiding in jungles 
(p3) 
Ivorian chief proposes charter change (p4) 
Karzai ceremony draws tight security (p4) 
Iraqi guerrillas kill 21 in attacks (p5) 
Germans suspect three of planning Allawi attack (p5) 
Woman confirmed as Mugabe's deputy (p6) 
Portuguese party picks candidate (p6) 
OPEC urged to cut ‘all overproduction’ (p7) 
Sports News 
Ogata outruns favorite in Fukuoka (p19) 
Japan pair prevent Chinese sweep (p19) 
Six Olympians good as gold (p19) 
Japan pair prevent Chinese sweep (p19) 
Asada bags Junior Grand Prix final (p20) 
Shimizu, Osuga win at World Cup (p20) 
Editorial 
Fallout from fast economic growth (p16) 


December 7 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
5 1/2 hours in Iraq convinces Ono area stable, SDF 
needed 
U.S. consulate attacked 
Jenkins says Pyongyang tried to train daughters as 
spies 
Security increased ahead of Karzai inauguration 
Domestic News 
Japan, U.S. fail to set U.N. talks (p2) 
Abe says patriotism should be stated in education law 


(p2) 


Agency backs Prince Akishino’s criticism of Crown 
Prince (p2) 
Hiroshima activists plan ‘tribunal’ over atomic 
bombings (p2) 
Iraqi unions facing uphill battle in post-Saddam era 
(p3) 
Deregulated school systems offering English at 
elementary school level (p3) 
City to require civil servant dads to take newborn 
leave (p3) 
Foreign News 
Schroeder backs arms sales; China buys jets (p4) 
Hun Sen promises action on corruption (p4) 
China declares SARS vaccine safe after test (p4) 
U.S. military leaders in Iraq feel sense of gain (p5) 
Putin to talk trade, terronsm on unprecedented Turkey © 
trip (p5) 
The great and the good gather for Nobel events (p6) 
Low turnout causes Hungary citizenship referendum 
to fail (p6) 
Broken aid promises ‘kill children * (p7) 
Business News 
Financial planners’ popularity up amid economic 
stagnation (p10) 
Kansai groups get together to invite G-8 (p10) 
Import car sales up 1% overall but Japanese brands 
plunge (p10) 
Optimism has returned to financial markets: BIS (p13) 
U.S. economy ‘to grow 4% this year’ (p13) 
U.K. manufacturers’ confidence plunges (p13) 
Sports News 
British racing fans snub Schumacher (p19) 
Taniguchi nails second MVP award (p19) 
Spain wins Davis Cup (p20) 
Zico recalls Inamoto for Germany game (p20) 


Editorial 
The fattening of the planet (p12) 


December 8 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
OECD test sees Japanese kids slip 
Jenkins family arrives on Sado to hero’s welcome 
Japan to lift arms-export ban for U.S. missile shield 
project 
Runaway soldier seeks refugee status in Canada 
Domestic News 
Rural poor boy Jenkins made ‘mistake’ (p2) 
Koizumi’s ministers endorse SDF extension (p2) 
Why few Hawaii Japanese were interned (p2) 
Courts OK 52 sex-change registration applications 
(p2) 
Foreign News 
U.S. bids for fresh Korea talks amid new bomb 


warning (p4) 
One-child policy might come back to haunt worried 
China (p4) 
U.S. boosts Asian-language study (p4) 
Iraq insurgents show no signs of weakening (p5) _ 
Lawmakers reach agreement on overhauling U.S. 


intelligence (p5) 
Russia breaks U.S. nonnuclear missile monopoly (p8) 
French acceptance as easy as changing your foreign 
name (p8) 
U.S. remembers Pearl Harbor (p8) 


Business News 


Japan gets intellectual on property rights (p14) 

Philippines readies for nurse dispatch (p14) 

Tanigaki sides with Europe over weak dollar worries 
(p14) 

Japan firms sued in U.S. as antidumping act dies (p14) 

Household spending declines 2% (p14) 

Europeans issue strongest warning yet on euro’s rise 


(p17) 


Sports News 


Takimoto to try hand at PRIDE (p21) 
Ichiro, Nomo pay respects to former skipper Ogi at 
Hall of Fame ceremony (p21) 


Editorial 


To keep the SDF in Iraq or not (p18) 


| December 9 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 


Remains not those of Yokota 

Yushchenko was poisoned during campaign; Times 

Lenovo-IBM deal may pull plug on Japan PC makers 

State looks to photograph, fingerprint all foreign 
arrivals 


Domestic News 


Tokyo lodges complaint over China ship in EEZ (p2) 
Revamped H-IIA a go for launch with satellite (p2) 
Rulling coming on overseas voting (p2) 

Manila lets Japan doctor practice (p2) 

E-mails stop from purported son of Kim (p3) 
Princess turns 41; seen on the mend (p3) 

New chess champ, 16 ‘more sane’ than Fischer (p3) 


Foreign News 


North Korea bolsters criminal code to stem dissent, 
says Seoul (p4) 

Sri Lanka faces fresh crisis (p4) 

EU won't lift China arms ban (p4) 

U.S. House passes intelligence reform bill (p6) 

Turkey bristles at EU conditions (p6) 

S. American leaders to hold summit (p6) 

U.S. says it won’t budge on approach to climate 
change (p7) 

Photo row threatens N. Ireland peace deal (p7) 


Don't judge Islam, Muslims by acts of extremists: 
Annan (p8) 
Business News 
GDP revised downward to annual 0.2% (p10) 
Honda declared ‘greenest’ carmaker (p10) 
Banks’ new service ploy a flop: Matsui (p10) 
China set to curb aluminum output (p12) 
$2 pound could save U.K. boom (p13) 
U.S. business productivity grows slower than forecast 
(p13) 
Sports News 
Wie excited about Sony invite (p20) 
Ichiro shows a different side in reflecting on record 
season (p21) 
Sasaki’s deal with BayStars is the richest ever in NPB 
(p21) 
AFC honors Japan as Team of Year (p21) 


Editorial 
Closing the curtain on a hard life (p18) 


December 10 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
SDF troops will stay on in Iraq 
Ukraine lawmakers adopt poll reforms 
U.S. soldiers fire tough questions at Rumsfeld 
State names hospitals in blood scandal 
Domestic News 
Yokota’s dad repeats call for sanctions (p2) 
Schroeder, Koizumi agree to back each other’s UNSC 
candidacy bid (p2) 
Takebe fires warning shot over postal reform bills (p2) 
77-year-old murderess denied retrial by court (p2) 
Extended Iraq tour a given from get-go (p3) 
Anti-Disney style of ‘manga’ and ‘anime’ appeals to 
_ Americans (p3) 
Foreign News 
Beijing counting on U.S. to help solve Taiwan 
problem (p4) 
N. Korean generals, high-ranking officials defect (p4) 
Blair pushes new climate treaty (p5) 
Danish spy agency opens up with unclassified reports, 
~ new Web site (p5) 
U.S. Special Forces troops punished for Iraq prisoner 
abuse (p6) 
Agent says CIA retaliated after he refused to falsify 
reports on Iraqi weapons (p6) 
Diplomats rally around Annan (p6) 
Another black eye for U.K. security (p6) 
EU eyes fishing ban in bid to save cod in European 
waters (p7) 
Remains not those of czar: scientists (p21) 


Business News 
Disney sides with Sony in DVD format battle (p8) 


Firms seen more tolerant of strong yen (p8) 
Current account surplus up for 16" month in row (p8) 
Honda venture in China expands (p8) 
Tokyo, Bangkok progress on FTA (p8) 
South Korea's central bank lowers 2004 GDP forecast 
(p19) 
Sports News 
Take wins 100" race overseas (p22) 
Sweden to bid for 2014 Games (p22) 
Japan drawn with North Korea in final round of 2006 
qualifiers (p24) 
Swallows re-sign Furuta, but don’t raise his salary 
(p24) 
Editorial 
Challenges for Mr. Karzai (p20) 


December 11 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Defense policy overhauled to meet new global threats 


Iraq Shites present election candidates 
Canada top court OKs gay marriage 
Majority want SDF brought home: survey 
Domestic News 
SDF set to shed its ‘nonmilitary’ shell (p2) 
Petition supports Kurdish refugees (p2) 
Yokota furor spells end to food aid for North Korea, 
Machimura says (p2) 
Ishihara eyes fishermen as pawns In spat over EEZ 
(p2) 
Film depicts Japan’s gender equality strife (p3) 
U.S. to return rights to Okinawa (p3) 
Foreign News 
Chen vows new constitution on eve of election (p4) 
N. Korea’s nuke program serious, says Seoul official 
(p4) 
U.S. interpreter refuses to pledge nondisclosure of 
‘any information’ (p5) 
1,400 Colombian paramilitary fighters to disarm (p6) 
Rio takes aim at crime before tourist season (p7) 
Business News 
Cell phones answer music players’ call (p8) 
Tax hikes could be recipe for recession, analysts say 
(ps) 
Public servants’ bonuses grow; Koizumi the ¥6 
million man (p8) 
Wholesale prices up 2% in November (p8) 
Insurers lobby Japan over ‘kampo’ (p8) 
U.S. wholesale prices rise by 0.5% (p10) 
OPEC agrees to pinch output early next year (p11) 
- US. to pay over $30 a barrel for oil for next 20 years: 
report (p11) 
Sports News 
Jossinet to miss Fukuoka meet (p23) 


Last five champs to run in London (p23) 
Porto arrives in Japan for Toyota Cup (p23) 
Happy Ogasawara remains a Fighter (p24) 


Editorial 
EU sticks to its guns ban (p20) 


December 12 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
U.S. building new stealth spy satellites 
Taiwan's blue team’ wins 114 seats 
Yushchenko poisoned: doctor 
China criticizes Japan’s new defense guidelines 
Domestic News 
Editorials divided over defense guidelines (p2) 
Haneda-Kimpo flights to increase (p2) 
Guam native tells Tokyo gathering of WWII atrocities 
(p2) 
Women’s work may go underground (p2) 
Foreign News 
Search for Philippines storm survivors ends (p3) 
Vanuatu gets new premier (p3) 
Senegal gets rid of death penalty (p5) 
Colombia paramilitary boss apologizes in historic 
disarming (p5) 
Homeland security secretary nominee Kerik 
withdraws (p6) 
Business News 
Oil prices drop to five-month low (p17) 
Globalization marches over once-powerful German 
workers (p17) 
Sports News 
Another gold medal for Tsukada (p20) 
Kato, Osuga make podium in China (p20) 
Noguchi shuns JOC plan (p22) 
Editorial 
Shift in security policy (p14) 


December 13 (Monday) 


No paper was issued today due to press holiday. 


December 14 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
North Korea denies regime gripped by divisions, 
dissent 
Yushchenko seeks delay in poison investigation 
A year after capture, Hussen still awaits start of ‘swift’ 
trial 
China aid up for review next year, Machimura says 
Domestic News 
U.S. proposes talks on Taiwan Strait strategy (p2) 
DNA experts give reports on ashes to police (p2) 
Widow seeks damages over Monyu leak (p2) 


U.S. pilot on Hiroshima victim list (p2) 


Terrorist tracking center planned (p3) 
Disaster broadcasts via cell phone eyed (p3) 
Koizumi advised to use “Gross National Cool’ in 
foreign policy (p3) 
Foreign News 
Chen quits as party boss after shock election loss (p4) 
Nastase concedes race in Romania (p6) 
ElBaradei pressured to quit when second term ends 
(p6) 
Brazil's biggest party abandons ruling coalition (p6) 
Greece nominates new president (p7) 
Bush pays tribute to troops abroad at star-studded 
Christmas concert (p7) 
NASA chief prepares to resign (p8) 
Diabetes vaccine to be tested on humans (p8) 
Slain van Gogh’s final film premieres in Holland (p8) 
Business News 
Komeito decides to back cut 1n tax breaks (p12) 
Jasdaq sheds OTC operations, opens as sixth stock 
exchange (p12) 
Poll: 64.5% object to ending blanket testing for mad 
cow (p12) 
Fukui calls economic slowdown a ‘temporary 
phenomenon’ (p12) 
Global economy set for bumpy ride in ’05: EU (p15) 
Asian economies on the rise (p15) 
Sports News 
Oyama provides wining kick (p23) 
Yoneda adds to silver collection (p23) 
Judges raise their flags for Fukumi (p23) 
Kiwis would prefer to go solo than cohost RWC with 
Japan (p23) 
Editorial 
Signs of an economy losing steam (p20) 


December 15 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Muraoka denies role in donation coverup 


Blaze at Don Quijote kills three 

Pinochet indicted for murder 20 years on 

Conservatives claim that admitting Turkey could 
destroy EU 

Domestic News 
Don Quijote president to quit over fatal fire (p2) 

Kobe killer to be fully discharged next month (p2) 

Don't sanction Pyongang yet: U.S. (p2) 

Tokyo, Washington sign missile-tech exchange 
agreement (p2) 

U.S. envoy backs Japan’s UNSC bid (p2) 

Japan, U.S. to fight terror funding (p2) 

Japanese students sliding in basic science rankings 
(p2) 

Government drafts terrorism manual (p2) 


Foreign News 
Chen quits DPP post, plans Cabinet shuffle (p4) 
Pakistan says bin Laden not in country (p4) 
EU, U.S. in recent contact with Hamas, group leader 
claims (p5) 
U.S. admits eight deaths in military custody in 
Afghanistan (p5) 
Iran, Europeans start nuclear talks (p6) 
Basescu wins Romania top job (p6) 
Business News 
Sony, Samsung bolster alliance, agree to share 24,000 
patents (p10) 
Bankruptcies fall for 23" straight month (p10) 
Economic growth forecast at 1.6% (p10) 
Nifco to build part plant in Mexico (p10) 
China to tax its textile exports (p13) 
GM, DaimlerChrysler will build hybrid engines (p13) 
WTO allows Afghan, Iraqi bids for seats (p13) 
Sports News | 
Milan’s Shevchenko tops Euro soccer poll (p18) 
Nagashima’s son named adviser (p19) 
Tabuse returns as Suns stay red hot (p19) 
Zico calls up Nagata (p20) 


Editorial 
More gridlock in the Taiwan Strait (p14) 


December 16 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
“Tankan’ sees first slide in 21 months; recovery past 


peak 
Nara girl’s murderer calls again 
State settles with 70 of 79 black-lung plaintiffs 
Yukos files for last-ditch bankruptcy in U.S. to avoid 
Russian carveup 
Domestic News 
State petitioned to ID bones linked to Unit 731 (p2) 
Freelance journalist takes fight against press clubs to 
court (p2) 
High court convenes, snubs sex slave appeal, calls it a 
day (p2) 
DNA test on remains failed due to Japan conspiracy: 
North (p2) 
Egypt back Japan’s UNSC quest, troop dispatch to 
Iraq: ambassador (p3) 3 
Growers of pricey fruit looking to export (p3) 
Foreign News 
Only reunification can guarantee peace: China (p4) 
Yushchenko toxicity close to record (p5) 
Former Taliban leader’s security chief allegedly 
arrested in Afghanistan (p5) 
Congo minister says army ‘fighting war against 
Rwanda’ (p7) 
Business News 


Ruling bloc agrees on tax hikes (p10) 

ASIMO one step closer to acquiring human touch 
(p10) 

Naha boasts first duty-free shop not in an airport (p10) 

U.S. trade deficit hits record as crude prices bloat 
imports (p12) 

Egypt, Israel sign first joint trade accord with U.S. ° 
(p13) 

France, Germany escape penalty (p13) 


Sports News 
Zico forced to ring changes for Germany friendly 


(p22) 
Amateur side shocks J. League champs in Emperor's 
Cup (p22) 
Editorial 
WTO says bye-bye Byrdie (p18) 


December 17 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Tokyo to grant Lee entry by year’s end 
Blair forced into fast reshuffle of Cabinet as Blunkett 
quits 
European Parliament calls for EU to begin entry talks 
with Turkey 
Domestic News 
JR Tokai rapped over snub for disabled (p2) 
Pyongyang rejects findings of DNA test on remains 
(p2) 
Iceland residency next move for chess’s Fischer? (p2) 
Imperial Couple to mark Kobe quake (p2) 
Miyake Island prepares for homecoming (p3) 
Japan to broaden patients’ medical treatment, drug 
options (p3) 
Foreign News 
Canberra riles N.Z. with security zone plan (p4) 
South Korea takes bullet train lead (p4) 
Suu Kyi’s conditions worry NLD (p4) 
Hijackers surrender, release hostages after 18-hour bus 
standoff in Greece (p5) 
U.S. plan to tackle global warming receives chilly 
| reception (p5) 
Top U.K. court hits detention of terror suspects (p6) 
Canada security net full of holes: report (p6) 
Ontario seeks ban on smoking in public (p7) 
Business News 
Banco do Brazil slapped for ‘underground’ scams (p8) 
JFE, Nippon Steel to buy stake in Australian coal 
operation (p8) 
Tax hike plan spooks nation’s retailers (p8) 
— Individual financial assets up for fifth straight quarter 
(p3) 
State may downgrade economy (p8) — 
SEC proposes new best-price rule in stock trades (p18) 


AOL settles fraud cases for $510 million (p19) 

U.S. judge to hear Yukos arguments (p19) 

Turkey may give EU economy a shot in the arm (p19) 
Sports News 

Suzuki out 2 months after surgery (p22) 

Germany whips Japan (p24) 

FIBA likes Japan’s plan for 2006 world 

championships (p24) 
Editorial 
Better ways to share tax money (p20) 


December 18 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Five people possibly infected by bird flu in February 


Koizumi, Roh back six-way talks, in no hurry for 
Sanctions 

Two to serve time over fatal crush on Overpass 

EU heads agree to offer Turkey talks on joining 


Domestic News 
Japanese school gets more asylum-seekers (p2) 
Former Hansen's patients in Taiwan sue for redress 
(p2) 

Lawyer demands fair treatment, ‘deportation’ to 
Iceland for Fischer (p2) 

Japan to join spring resolution to get UNSC reform 
ball rolling (p2) 

Japan’s sky marshals begin work without captains’ 
nod (p3) 

Japan-South Korea relations thawing (p3) 

Foreign News 
Thai officials to blame for protesters’ death: panel (p4) 
World of care puts injured dog on feet (p5) 

Florida county decides to ban Yule trees from public 
buildings (p5) 

Hussein sees lawyer for the first time (p6) 

Sharon sees chance for 2005 peace (p6) 

Castro picture of vigor two months after fall (p6) 

Brazil building puts spin on things (p7) 
Business News 
Japanese firms wake up to wonders of fair trade (p8) 
View of economy downgraded—but BOJ upbeat (p8) 
Sumitomo may buy Mitsui Mining, alone or with 
Nippon Steel (p8) 

Fiscal 2005 budget to see slight rise to ¥82.2 trillion 
(p8) 

Court blocks Yukos auction (p10) 

U.S. trade deficit widens to new record (p11) 


Sports News 
No end in sight in Orix-[wakuma talks (p20) 


Editorial 
Putting off unpalatable choices (p16) 


December 19 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Princess delay engagement following death of 
great-aunt 
U.S., Europe strike deal for informal climate talks 
Bush signs far-reaching intelligence reform law 
EU-Turkey deal hailed as bridge builder 
Domestic News 
Japan, S. Korea agree to continue history study (p2) 
Developer of flash memory sets world record for 
patents (p2) 
Brazil honors tenacious soldier who emigrated (p2) 
Foreign News 
Musharraf will stay army chief despite vow to quit 
(p3) 
Miss Artificial Beauty winner named (p3) 
Bush sets up advisory panel to help restore health of 
oceans (p4) 
Likud, Labor to form coalition (p5) 
Yushchenko lab results reveal dioxin worst type (p5) 
Cyprus remains Turkey’s hurdle on road to EU 
membership (p5) 
U.S. woman arrested for taking unborn child (p6) 
Business News 
H.K. officials rush to protect reputation in property 
listing deal (p16) 
American Express to cut 2,000 jobs (p16) 


U.S. oil prices climb 5 percent, reach highest price this 


month (p17) 
Moscow still plans to sell off Yukos assets (p17) 
Sony-led group gets OK to buy MGM (p17) 
Sports News 
Impulse triumph in Japan X Bowl (p19) 
Injury-prone Tochiazuma targets New Year return 
(p19) 
Plushenko regains title (p20) 


Editorial 
Happiness is a warm TV set (p12) 


~ December 20 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Plot to kill Kim son reportedly thwarted 


Russia set to sell Yukos’ core 

N. Korea demands test results, ashes 

Hussein lawyer eyes holding trial in U.S. 

Domestic News 

NHK airs show aimed at restoring public trust (p2) 

Chief Yasukuni priest brings business savvy to shrine 
(p2) 

Public opinion of China hits record low, national poll 
shows (p2) 

Active fault discovered below site of Aichi World 
Expo (p2) 


SDF disappoints Samawah students (p2) 


Foreign News 

Hungry Thai elephants ‘ambush’ food trucks (p3) 

Hu marks anniversary of Macau’s return to fold (p3) 

U.S. reportedly will post military officers to Taiwan 

(03) 
Al-Qaeda shifts strategy in Saudi Arabia (p4) 
U.S. veterans mark 60 years since the Battle of the 
Bulge (p5) 
Spy Satellite gives France global reach (p6) 
U.S. faces ever-expanding bill for Vietnam War dioxin 
— use (p7) 

Business News 

Bush backs strong dollar to silence Europe (p13) 
Sports News 

Take breaks own wins record (p18) 

Miyazato adds to family trophy case (p18) 

Ishino takes first national title (p18) 

Arakawa skates off with silver medal (p20) 
Editorial 

Seeing eye to eye with a neighbor (p16) 


December 21 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
¥82.18 trillion budget drafted 


Cancer patient slays two in hospital room 
Yukos founder slams Kremlin for ‘destroying’ top oil 
group 
Bush named Time’s Person of the Year 
- Bombs rip through Iraqi holy cities 
Domestic News 
Defense budget slips 1% to ¥4.86 trillion (p2) 
Cabinet OKs ¥4.767 trillion for disaster relief (p2) 
Justice Ministry plans legislation to combat human 
_ trafficking (p2) 
Nuke fuel shifted to Rokkasho plant (p2) 
Chinese protest Lee visa outside embassy (p2) 
Foreign News 
Killer flu outbreak may hit any time: officials (p4) 
Embattled Rumsfeld gets show of support (p5) 
Israel to free 170 Palestinians (p5) 
Bush inauguration to take place amid tightest security 
in history (p6) 
George Campbell, British linguist who spoke 44 
languages, dead at 92 (p8) 
Business News 
Government targets 1.6% growth in ’05 (p10) 
Finance Ministry proposes 16% cut in FILP spending 
for fiscal 2005 (p10) 
East Asia seen growing 7.6% percent this year (p13) 
Snow sees spending slashed in Bush 2006 budget 
(p13) 
Sports News 


Wallaby Grey to play in Japan (p19) 
Shibui to run Nagoya Marathon (p19) 


Editorial 
EU opens the door to Turkey (p16) 


December 22 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Lee gets visa ; LDP is told to steer clear 
Rokkasho reprocessor begins tests with depleted 
uranium 
U.S. resolve hurt by bombers: Bush 
Yushchenko stomps Yanukovych in Ukraine debate 
Domestic News 
Thai orphan gets one-year visa (p2) 
LDP launches panel to revise the Constitution (p2) | 
230 people killed or missing in natural disasters in 
2004 (p2) 
North Korea accuses Japan of lying over perceived 
threat (p2) 
China’s power prevents Japan from invading Asia 
again: Lee (p3) 
Japan to sponsor its first overseas A-bomb exhibit (p3) 
Foreign News 
Bhutto's husband arrested again (p4) 
U.S. to again military to embassy in Taiwan (p4) 
Bush backs Mideast conference, warns on shortcuts 
(p5) 
Putin visits Schroeder, backs talks on Chechnya (p6) 
WWE suggests Christmas ban (p7) 
Business News 
Toyota sets sales target of 8 million cars in 2005 (p12) 
- Government adopts FTA policy focusing on partners 
_ In Asia (p12) 
Koizumi’s LDP foes boast own postal ‘reform’ plan 
(p12) 
China may have Yukos unit operating role (p14) 
Bush serious about filing ‘tough budget’ (p15) 
Sports News 
Matsunaga to manage Vissel (p19) 
Newly formed Golden Eagles ink two major leaguers 
(p19) 
Ronaldinho selected World Player of Year (p20) 
Kitajima, Asashoryu win inaugural FSAJ Sportsman 
of the Year honors (p20) 
Editorial 
DPJ lacks drive to take power (p16) 


December 23 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
U.S, probes devastating Mosul attack 


Indian scandal raises questions about parenting, sex 
education 
Saudis pull Libya envoy over ‘plot’ to kill Abdullah 


Domestic News 
Kyoto farm worker had bird flu (p2) 


Emergency medic network fell shy in Niigata (p2) 

Japan pitches UNSC seat bid at ambassadors’ 
gathering (p2) 

China cranks up heat over Lee but lets visa stand (p2) 

Wounds of Pacific battle for Attu still raw (p3) 

Government planning to install missile-attack warning 
Sirens (p3) 


Foreign News 
Officials sign lease for de facto U.S. embassy in Taipei 


(p4) 

Chinese critic wins prestigious award (p4) 

Myanmar beauty queen crowned (p4) 

France says no ransom paid for hostages’ release (p5) 

Tehran arrests ‘nuclear spies working for U.S., Israel’ 
(p5) 

Annan won't quit over oil-for-food scandal (p6) 

Troops in Afghanistan ‘indefinitely’ (p6) 

Morocco lifts curtain on years of widespread torture, 
abuse (p7/) 


Business News 
Ta: wan bullet train project stalled by adjustments 


(p10) 
Oil prices cause 28% hike in value of imports (p10) 
Japan throws ¥10 billion at China gas exploration 
dispute (p10) 
World tobacco craving puffs up JT forecast 11% (p10) 
Britain’s fiscal strategy gets excellent marks from IMF 
(p13) 
Americans skeptical toward Bush’s Social Security 
plan: poll (p13) 
Sports News 
Ohka likely to stick with ‘Expos’ (p21) 
Osaka Marathon field takes shape (p21) 
Tsurumaki golden in Greco-Roman (p21) 
Editorial 
Ukraine’s poisonous politics (p18) - 


December 24 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Phone makers urge more studies on DNA damage 


State-owned firm buys Yukos unit 
Emperor Akihito greets public on 71™ birthday 
Cloned-to-order pet delivered to owner 
Domestic News 
Public wants sanctions — but at what price? (p2) 
Tale of Yokota’s abduction by North now recounted in 
comic-book form (p2) 
Lawmaker to quit Diet over court ruling (p2) 
Russia firm over disputed isles (p3) 
Vietnamese woman, daughters face deportation (p3) 
Foreign News 


Rao, prime minister who reformed India, dies (p4) 
China to send astronauts into space (p4) 
Hungary completes withdrawal of 300 troops from 
Iraq (p5) 
Israeli, Palestinian leaders back Blair’s proposal for 
talks (p5) 
U.S. public quickly forgets mad cow case (p5) 
Blunkett poised to political comeback (p6) 
Business News 
Wall Streeters looking at big bonuses (p8) 
Stewart calls for sentencing reform in Christmas 
message (p8) 
U.S. economy expanded in third quarter (p9) 
Stocks poised to climb in 2005; oil still a concern (p9) 
Sports News 
Tigers sign former Yankee Spencer (p20) 
Asashoryu remains in charge in east spot at New Year 
Basho (p20) 
Third straight for Yoshida, K. Icho (p20) 


— Editorial 


Gear shift on constitutional change (p18) 


December 25 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Japan doesn’t buy North’s ‘evidence’ 


Ties warm as Israeli troops send greetings to 
Bethlehem 
Cuts should start with civil service: experts 
Domestic News 
Constitutional revision draft broke no law: probe (p2) 
Former LDP lawmaker gets 32 months(p2) 
Chess legend Fischer demands passage to Iceland (p2) 
Princess’ funeral to cost ¥131 million (p2) 
Lee visa signals bolder Japanese posture (p3) 
Cancer victims’ kin demand ban on sales of Iressa (p3) 
Foreign News 
Indonesia tightens security amid Christmas terror 
alerts (p4) 
Singh hopes 2005 will be a ‘can-do’ year (p4) 
Karzai names Afghan Cabinet as Kandahar begins 
disarming (p35) 
New Romanian president promises radical reforms 
(p6) 
Santa Claus comes to the Persian Gulf (p6) 
Cat cloner appeals to grieving pet owners (p7) 
Business News 
_ FSA to promote financial conglomerates (p8) 
Is the Japanese economy heading for a slow down ? 
(p8) 
BTM opens Singapore investment banking hub (p8) 
GM recalling 700,000 minivans (p14) 
Kremlin mystery is Russia’s oil czar (p15) 


U.S. investors sink dollar by rushing funds overseas 
(p15) 
Shanghai resumes after long delay (p13) 
Sports News 
Ai-chan to play in Chinese league (p21) 
Takekaze out of New Year Basho (p21) 
Inamoto’s loan to Cardiff City set (p23) 
Editorial 
The year of the blog (p18) 


December 26 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Climber scales building 
Campaign for Palestinian chief officially starts; Abbas 
win seen 
Christmas feted amid hope for Mideast 
Domestic News 
Political parties amassed ¥319.6 billion in donations 
last year (p2) 
Fukuoka by-election seen as test for party leaders 
Koizumi, Okada (p2) 
Japan protest, hands over analysis on N. Korea probe 
(p2) 
Public missile alerts to come faster (p2) 
Foreign News 
Beijing set to debate antisecession law (p3) 
Indian diplomat crosses border for nuclear talks (p3) 
German paper prints only good news (p4) 
Animated pope seeks Christ’s help for peace in Holy 
Land (p4) 
Aziz tells lawyer he won’t testify on Hussein, denies 
graft charge (p5) 
Rumsfeld’s visit to Iraq fails to calm criticism (p5) 
Sudan, rebels in south to sign peace deal Jan. 10 in 
Nairobi (p6) 
Yushchenko dioxin may be import (p6) 
Business News 
American shoppers slip back into fur (p17) 
‘January Effect’ expected to keep U.S. stocks surging 
after Christmas (p17) 
Sports News 
Injured Arakawa pulls out of nationals after short 
program (p18) Y 
Takahashi is eager to return (p19) 
JFA to join AFC tour of N. Korea (p19) 
Jubilo to meet Verdy in final (p20) 
Editorial 
A summer date with Harry Potter (p14) 
A Christmas admonition (p14) 


December 27 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Tsunamis slam South Asia coasts 


Hundreds of mourners attend Princess Takamatsu’s 
funeral 
Ukraine votes for third time in bid to elect new 
president 
Domestic News 
Relief team prepares to help out in Sr Lanka (p2) 
Government to draft legal steps for antimissile action 
(p2) 
Dalai Lama planning to come to Japan in April (p2) 
Tanigaki ties with welfare reform (p2) 
Foreign News 
Sri Lanka declares disaster after tsunami (p3) 
Hong Kong’s rich-poor divide worsening (p3) 
Soldiers in Iraq dream of Christmas at U.S. home as 
they fete far away (p4) 
Uzbeks to choose new Parliament in opposition-free 
election (p4) 
Saudi Arabia’s men-only elections draw little interest 
(p5) 
Space station astronauts get urgent supplies, Christmas 
gifts (p5) 
Queen’s message highlights religious, ethnic tolerance 
(p6) 
Business News 
American's rogue nation image hurts dollar in Asia 


(pil) 
Sports News 
Miyazato takes JLUPGA by storm (p17) 
Ando defends national title (p18) 
Japan Sports 2004 (p20) | 
Editorial 
Lessons from a year of disasters (p14) 


December 28 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Tsunami tolls jump to 21,000 
Reports of Japanese fatalities yet to be confirmed 
Government panel to debate letting woman ascend 
throne 
Yushchenko wins Ukraine presidency 
Lee, entourage land in Nagoya for private visit 


Domestic News 
Defense Agency to retain civilian buffer around chief 


(p2) 

Lack of warning system sealed region’s deadly fate, 

| experts say (p2) 

Koreans lose suit for wages of laborers killed by Allies 
(p2) 

Nori betrothal declaration Thursday (p2) 

_ Okinawa residents sue government to halt drilling for 

offshore airport (p3) 


Foreign News 
Thousands of tourists flee Asian disaster zones (p4) 


Hu vows to crush any Taiwanese independence bid 
(p4) 

Jewish settlement OKs move from Gaza (p5) 

Bush spending last week of 2004 working on agenda 
at Texas ranch (p5) 

Russian launches three satellites (6) 

Business News 

BMW unit gets female touch from on high (p8) 

Big firms’ confidence fell in latest quarter (p8) 

Nonperforming loans down 7.6% (p8) 

Business, advertising firms turn to in-home research 
(p) 

Singapore output rises 13.2 percent (p11) 

China outlines new duties on textile exports (p11) 

Poles plan job cuts, keeping unemployment at an EU 
record (p11) 

Sports News 

Igawa has heart set on majors (p18) 

Kawakami hits jackpot (p19) 

World Sports 2004 (p20) 


Editorial | 
Another step in bureaucratic reform (p14) 


December 29 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Tsunami death toll climbs past 43,000 


Japan has tentative list of 11 dead 
New tape suggested bin Laden, al-Zarqawi have 
joined forces 
Domestic News 
Joetsu Shinkansen back on track after quakes (p2) 
Japan plans Pacific tsunami alert center (p2) 
Media circus surrounds Lee; Hosoda fears China’s 
wrath (p2) 
Seoul to air documents on Japan ties (p2) 
11 diplomats punished for embezzling funds in Vienna 
(p3) 
Cabinet Oks Foreign Ministry staff shuffle (p3) 
Foreign News 
Sri Lankans give their all to help in time of need (p4) 
Australia, New Zealand hit by tidal surges (p4) 
1,500 may have died in train accident (p4) 
Ukraine marks watershed with Yushchenko win (p5) 
Global warming, pollution add to tsunami coastal 
threats (p5) 
Sunni party pulls out of Iraq election (p6) 
World 2004 (p20) 
Business News 
Unemployment rate improves unexpectedly (p10) 
Industrial production climbs 1.5% (p10) 
Tokyo consumer prices fall for sixth consecutive year 


(p10) 
Municipalities scramble as rich neighbors stir up bond 


market (p10) 
Gold rally to continue as inflation looms (p12) 
Losses from tourism will cut Sri Lankan growth (p13) 
U.S. travel mess under probe (p13) 
Sports News 
Okazaki takes lead at sprint c’ships (p17) 
Editorial 
Catastrophe without warning (p14) 


December 30 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Disease ‘could double’ 68,000 toll 
Kin of missing Japanese go to ID bodies in Sri Lanka 
‘Ambush’ explosion kills 29 on Baghdad 
Domestic News 
Groups welcome tsunami relief funds (p2) 
Teen admits killing mom over phone bill (p2) 
Koizumi facing uphill reform fight in 05: pundits (p2) 
Japan to expand peace missions to gain UNSC seat 
(p2) 
Foreign tourist to get PDAs to ease frustration (p3) 
China says happy New Year with disputed isle 
postcards (p3) 
National 2004 (p22) 
Foreign News 
Relief efforts to help tsunami survivors begin (p4) 
Disaster won't stop polls: Thaksin (p4) 
Tsunamis killed 111 in East Africa (p5) 
Most of Hussein’s illicit money smuggled, Volcker 
says (p6) 
Belgian ‘hero’ thumbs nose at antireligious threats 
(p/) 
Business News 
Individuals made 30% of trades in ’04: brokers (p8) 


Dentsu poll finds year’s top 10 consumer darlings (p8) 


Discord stalls MHI-Hitachi AC merger (p8) 
U.S. consumer data brighten hopes for new year (p10) 
Germans lose cool over reforms (p11) 
South Korea will boost public spending to reverse 
slump (p11) 
Sports News 
Nishi re-signs with Yomiuri as MLB clubs pass (p19) 
Yoshi, Kobayashi bag sprint c’ships (p20) 
Editorial 
Mr. Yushchenko’s work begins (p16) 


December 31 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Man held in girl’s slaying 
Bush ramps up tsunami relief as aid trickles in 


Princess Nori’s engagement announced 


Domestic News 
Imperial family draws veil on torrid year (p2) 


Kin ID dead in Sri Lanka; toll hits 14 (p2) 
Royal engagement news ‘a ray of light’ (p2) 
Korean collaborators to be probed (p2) 
China outholds man’s sentence in fatal shove (p3) 
Lightning strike alters teen’s life in a flash (p3) 
Foreign News 
Clean drinking water called No.1 priority (p4) 
Foreigners touched by Thai generosity (p4) 
Looters swoop in Indonesia, Thailand (p4) 
Taiwan judge dismisses poll case (p4) 
Ban on Italian smoking rule urged (p6) 
Plot thickens after mysterious death of Ukrainian 
transport minister (p6) 
U.S. intelligence bulletin details al-Qaeda tactics (p7) 
Argentina begins holiday sting to crack down on tax 
evaders (p/) 
Business News 
Stocks players await ’05 with guarded optimism (p12) 
Reincarnated banks pitch brighter, better service (p12) 
Nike kicks up fuss in China again (p14) 
Bush noncommittal on German call for tsunami-zone 
debt relief (p15) 
World economy to moderate in 2005 (p15) 
Sports News 
Phelps gets 18 months’ probation (p19) 
Dakar Rally draws record field (p19) 


Editorial 
Year of shattered ideals (p16) 


